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Newsletter In MMD Languages 
 

Dutch: Raadpleeg de webpagina voor de nieuwsbrief in uw taal. 
Germany: Für den Newsletter in Ihrer Sprache, überprüfen Sie bitte die Webseite. 
Greece: Για το ενημερωτικό δελτίο στη γλώσσα σας, ανατρέξτε στην ιστοσελίδα. 
Italy: Per la newsletter nella tua lingua, controlla la pagina web. 
Turkey: Dilinizdeki bülten için lütfen web sayfasını kontrol edin. 
 

2024 DDG-5 Reunion 
 

The 2024 DDG-5 Reunion is just a little over a month away. It’s happening from Sunday, July 
28, 2024, to Friday August 2, 2024, at the East Wind, Long Island hotel in Wading River, Long 
Island, New York. If you are planning on attending and haven’t yet gotten your reunion 
registration form into Glenn Johnson, you’d best get going on it, especially if you would like to 
be included in the drawings for a free dinner or free tour your registration form needs to be into 
Glenn by July 1. You can find the registration form at the end of this newsletter or on the 
website. The agenda for the reunion is also attached at the end of this newsletter. (Update: John 
has found a sponsor for the Pizza Party and as a result, there is no charge for that. The online 
registration form has been updated to reflect this change. However, the registration found at the 
end of this and the previous newsletter do not reflect this change. So, if you print the form at the 
end of this or the prior newsletter, please just enter the number of people attending the pizza 
party, but don’t add in the cost on the form.) 
 
Additionally, attached at the end of this newsletter is the lunch menu for the Intrepid Museum 
tour. Our reunion coordinator (John Cubells) needs to pre-order the lunches and needs to know 
how many lunches he needs to place orders for.  So if you are planning on going on the Intrepid 
Museum tour, please let him know how many lunches and what kind you will need. You can 
reach John at this email address: 63jcubells@gmail.com. 
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We have received special room rates at the hotel for the duration of the reunion ($179/night plus 
taxes). To make your room reservations you’ll need to call the hotel and get the front desk. All 
information can be found on the website. 
 
If you are absolutely attending the reunion or thinking about it, please take time to fill out the 
2024 Reunion Survey found on the 2024 Reunion page on the website. This really helps the 
reunion coordinator (John Cubells) with his planning.  
 
There will be supplies from the Ship’s Store available for purchase at the reunion. Items that 
will be available are denim shirts, polo shirts, hats, coffee mugs, challenge coins, and ship’s 
patches (for both Biddle and Ricketts). Unfortunately, since the Ship’s Storekeeper (Kirk 
Neuman) won’t be able to attend this year’s reunion, purchases will have to be cash only. 

 
President 

 

 
ET3 John Cubells (85 – 88): 63jcubells@gmail.com 

 
Shipmates,    
 
The months turned into weeks, and now we are days away from the 2024 DDG-5 Reunion.  
 
We will be celebrating the 60th Anniversary of the commissioning of the USS Claude V. 
Ricketts as well as the Mixed Manning Demonstration (MMD), at the East Wind, in Wading 
River, Long Island NY, from Sunday, July 28th departing Friday, August 2nd.  
 
We’re excited to announce that ‘Spider’ (Patrick Raines, Royal Navy) and Deiter Wutke 
Federal German Navy, members of the MMD will be joining us for the 2024 reunion, from 
across the Pond! 
 
We have some exciting events planned, including a Pizza Party at the Car Show at the Shoppes 
at East Wind, and a Charter Bus Day Trip into NYC to visit the USS Intrepid with lunch on 
board. The hospitality room at the East Wind will be open daily. 
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Feel free to bring memorabilia such as cruise books, photos, etc., to our 2024 Reunion! The 
DDG-5 Banquet Dinner and auction will be on Thursday, August 1st from 6pm to 11pm. If you 
are planning on attending the reunion, please bring something for the auction.  
 
Further 2024 Reunion updates will be published on the website and on the DDG-5 Facebook 
Group. If you’re a member of Facebook, but not a member of the DDG-5 group, please contact 
Kirk Neuman to get an invitation since the group is private due to way too many garbage 
requests to join. 
 
We are looking forward to seeing our shipmates, we always have a great time.   
 
Fair Winds and Following Seas,    
 
John Cubells ET3 85-89 
 

The Amen Corner 
 

BM3 Wayne Miller (65 – 68): Choicemedtrans@optonline.net 
 
We have received notification of the passing of the following shipmates and family members 
since the last newsletter: 
 

• FTM2 Robert K. Hopkins (1971 - 1974) April 10, 2015. You can view his obituary here. 
• OSCM Emory Loyld Cambell (1977 - 1979) July 23, 2018. You can view his obituary 

here. 
• EM2 Hans Gunther Behr (1964 - 1965) March 22, 2024. Hans was a German member of 

the MMD. 
• FTM2 James Potter (1975 - 1976 [approx]) April 4, 2024. You can view his obituary 

here. 
• MS1 Earvin M. Chafin (1983-1984) November 2, 2003. You can view his obituary here. 
• MSC Robert C. (Bob) Ouellette (1983-1986) July 8, 2014. You can view his obituary 

here. 
• MS2 Edmund L. Pauig (1982-1986) February 2, 2019. You can view his obituary here. 
• SM1 Leon Brock (1987 - 1989) (date of passing unknown at this time). 
•  

GMM1 Robert Fred Bettoney (1979 – 1982, 1984 - 1988) June 4, 2024. You can view his obituary here. 
 
If you have further information on any of the above or know of any other shipmate who has 
passed or information about any shipmate in the Taps List, please contact me here. 
  

mailto:captain.kirk@thebignickel.navy?subject=DDG-5%20Facebook%20Group%20Invitation
mailto:Choicemedtrans@optonline.net
javascript:void(window.open('https://thebignickel.navy/TapsPhotos/FTM2_Robert_K_Hopkins.jpg','popup',%20'resizable=no,fullscreen=no,scrollbars=no,status=no,width=500,height=500'))
https://www.bondfuneralhome.com/obituary/robert-hopkins
https://www.hollomon-brown.com/obituaries/obituary-listings?obId=3168348
javascript:void(window.open('https://thebignickel.navy/TapsPhotos/EM2_Hans_Gunther_Behr.jpg','popup',%20'resizable=no,fullscreen=no,scrollbars=no,status=no,width=500,height=500'))
https://www.hallfuneralservice.com/obituary/James-Potter-1?utm_source=obit-share&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=relationship-bar&utm_content=copy-link&fbclid=IwAR2icepwCyhqSwqx_FpVz_VE7yy-w0bx6O-ySYMqGeNlRBfJYAyjmm_OP44
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/greenvilleonline/name/ervin-chafin-obituary?id=48964552
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/pilotonline/name/robert-ouellette-obituary?id=17840015
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/legacyremembers/edmund-pauig-obituary?pid=191467771
https://obits.phaneuf.net/robert-bettoney
mailto:Captain.Kirk@TheBigNickel.Navy?subject=Taps%20information


2024 PRELIMINARY Reunion schedule 
(This schedule is subject to change) 

Sunday, July 28, 2024 
1700 – 2200: Hospitality room, when manned 

1700 – 2200: Early check-in, pre-registration, setup 
 

Monday, July 29, 2024 
0800 – 2300: Hospitality room, when manned 

0800 – 2200: Check-in, registration and getting reacquainted 
1800 – 2100: 2024 Reunion Reception 

 
Tuesday, July 30, 2024 

0800 – 2200: Hospitality room, when manned 
0800 – 2200: Check-in and registration (when manned) 
0900 – 1800: Day Tour – USS Intrepid/Crew Memorial 

  
Wednesday, July 31, 2024 

0800 – 2200: Hospitality room, when manned 
0800 – 2200: Check-in and registration (when manned) 

1700 – 2100: Classic Car Show at the Shoppes 
1800: Pizza Party 

 
Thursday, August 1, 2024 

0800 – 2200: Hospitality room, when manned 
0800 – 0900: Executive Council Meeting 

0900: Crew Meeting 
1800: 2024 Reunion Dinner (w/raffle) 

 
Friday, August 2, 2024 

0800 – 1300: Hospitality room, when manned 
Possible Brunch (TBD) 

Checkout 

 
  



 

2024 DDG-5 Reunion Registration 
East Wind Long Island 

Jul 28 - Aug 2, 2024: Long Island, Wading River, NY 
Fill out and send this form along with your check no later than July 1, 2024 to be eligible for drawings for a free tour or dinner 

tickets. After that date, please bring this form and payment with you.  Also, please fill out the on-line Reunion Survey. 
 

Please print names of attendees as you want them to appear on the name badge: 
Crew member name: __________________________________ Years onboard (i.e., 7/64 – 3/68) ________________ 
Rank/rate when you left the ship: ___________________ 
Crew member fee (includes Association Dues of $10)                                                                                                                            $70 
Address (1): ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address (2): ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:          ________________________________________ Email: ________________________________________ 
 
☐Check if your spouse/significant other is attending                                                                                                                 $50   = _____ 
Spouse/Significant other name if attending the reunion: ____________________________________________________ 
 
 ☐Check if additional guests will be attending                                                                          Number attending: ____ X   $60   = _____ 
      Guest name(s): _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Pizza Party                                                                                                                                         Number attending: ____ X   $10   = _____ 
Tour to include the USS Intrepid and lunch                                                                                Number attending: ____ X   $99   = _____ 
Welcome Reception                                                                                                                        Number attending: ____ X   $35   = _____ 
Dinner                                                                                                                                                Number attending: ____ X   $99   = _____ 
Additional DDG-5 Crew Members Association Donation    _____ 
 
Total registration cost    _____ 
 
☐ Check if you want to make a deposit and pay the remainder at check-in ($50 of the deposit is non-refundable). 
       (A free ships ball cap commemorating the 2024 Long Island Reunion will be presented at check in with any deposit, while 
        supplies last) 
Deposit amount    _____ 
 
Amount due at check in (difference between total cost and deposit amount, if any):     _____ 
Send this form and check with this amount to (deposit amount or total cost if no deposit):                                                         _____ 
Make your check payable to: DDG 5 Crew Members Association. 

DDG-5  2024  Reunion  
C/O Glenn Johnson 
        55 Utina Way 
        St. Augustine, FL 32084 

 
Make hotel reservations directly with the hotel (631-929-3500). Make sure to tell them you are with the DDG-5 Crew 
Members Association. See the website for more details: 2024 Reunion Information.  
 
A T-shirt commemorating the 60th anniversary of the renaming of the ship from USS Biddle to USS Claude V. Ricketts will be 
presented to each registree at check-in. Select size for crewmate, spouse (if attending) and up to 3 guests (if attending). 
Shirt Size (crewmate)                                                        ___Small ___Medium ___Large ___X-Large ___2X-Large ___3X-Large 
Shirt Size (spouse)                                                             ___Small ___Medium ___Large ___X-Large ___2X-Large ___3X-Large 
Shirt Size (guest 1)                                                             ___Small ___Medium ___Large ___X-Large ___2X-Large ___3X-Large 
Shirt Size (guest 2)                                                             ___Small ___Medium ___Large ___X-Large ___2X-Large ___3X-Large 
Shirt Size (guest 3)                                                             ___Small ___Medium ___Large ___X-Large ___2X-Large ___3X-Large 



 


